Functional Skills
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This Pearson Edexcel Functional Skills focuses on the practical application of
mathematics in everyday life and the workplace. It is available from Entry Level 1 to
Level 2, with Level 2 being widely accepted as a GCSE Grade 4 (C) equivalent for
employment and apprenticeships.

Core Content Areas
1. Using Numbers & the Number System
o Fractions, Decimals, percentages and basic arithmetic
2. Common Measures, Shapes and Space
> Money, time, perimeter, area, volume, and interpreting scale drawings
3. Handling Information and Data
> Averages (mean, median, mode), range, and interpreting charts & graphs

Assessment Format
This qualification is externally accessed, with exams taking place on a provision
setting, either in paper format or the online testing platform.
Two Part Exam
o One short non-calculator section and one longer calculator permitted section
o Flexibility to be at any time within the year, when the learner is ready
Grading is awarded as either a Pass or Fail within each Award Level

Progression Opportunities

* Internal Progression, pupils can move from Entry Level 3 to Level 1 or Level 2
at their pace

* Most College courses, internships, apprenticeships and sector roles require at
least a Level 1 or 2 in Functional Skills Maths

Level 1 equivalent to
GCSE grade 2 - 3

Level 2 equivalent to

Offered on all Secondary & Vocational Sites GCSE grade 4

We have partnered with the all-in-one platform PASS Functional Skills to
provide each learner with diagnostic assessments and progress tracking

FUNCT'ONAL tools to highlight skill gaps and exam readiness in real time.
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This includes all 3 subjects; English, Maths & Digital
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Functional Skills @ Pearson
English

The Pearson Edexcel Functional Skills English qualification focuses on the essential
communication skills needed for life, work, and further study. Like Maths, it is
available from Entry Level 1 to Level 2, with Level 2 recognized as a GCSE Grade 4
(C) equivalent by employers and universities.

Core Content Areas
The course is divided into three mandatory units, each of which must be passed to
achieve the full qualification:
1. Reading
o Understanding various text types, identifying main points and analysing
information.
2. Writing
o Constructing clear, accurate texts (emails, reports, articles) with a sound grasp
of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
3. Speaking, Listening, and Communicating (SLC)
o Demonstrating the ability to participate in discussions, give presentations,
and respond to details questions.

Assessment Structure
- Reading & Writing
o These are externally set exam that can be taken on-demand and as paper
based or on screen tets
- SLC
o A controlled assessment that is internally set and marked by the tutor/teacher
- Flexibility
o Assessments for each component can be attempted separately when the
learner is ready.

Progression Opportunities
Internal Progression, pupils can move from Entry Level 3 to Level 1 or Level 2 at

their pace
Most College courses, internships, apprenticeships Level 1 equivalent to
and sector roles require at least a Level 1 or 2 in GCSE grade 2 - 3

Functional Skills English

Level 2 equivalent to
Offered on all Secondary & Vocational Sites GCSE grade 4
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Functional Skills @) Pearson
Digital

The Digital Functional Skills qualification (replacing Functional Skills ICT) equips
learners with essential digital literacy for modern life and work. It focuses on online
safety, content creation, and secure transacting.

Students learn to handle devices, manage information, and communicate
responsibly using current technologies.

Core Skill Areas

- Using Devices & Handling Information

> Finding, organising, and storing files while troubleshooting common technical
issues

Creating & Editing

o Developing documents, spreadsheets, and digital media (images/videos) for
professional audiences

- Communicating

o Mastering email, messaging, and online etiquette safely

Transacting

o Managing online accounts and making secure payments while identifying
potential fraud

Being Safe & Responsible

o Managing digital footprints and protecting personal data

Assessment Structure
o A single, onscreen and on-demand exam that is divided into two distinct
sections; A & B.
o A'is a knowledge Test consisting of multiple-choice questions
o B is a Skills Test which entails a practical, task-based activity
> This exam can take place on on of our settings.

Progression Opportunities

« Level 2 Vocational Specialisms, such as Information Technology & Computing,
Creative Digital Media, Esports & Games Design

» T-Level Foundation Year in Digital Production, Design & Development T-Level

« Digital Apprenticeships in Business, Customer Service and Digital Support

Level 1 equivalent to
Offered on all Secondary & Vocational Sites GCSE grade 2- 3
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